August 16, 2010
ROGERS CUP
Interview with:

CHRIS EVERT

MODERATOR: Je veux vous presenter, I want to introduce the triple champion of the Rogers Cup – Chris Evert. Are there any questions?

(BRIEF PAUSE)

Are you pleased with (today’s) effort?


CHRIS EVERT: Wouldn’t it be funny if nobody had any questions?


Q.  Last year we saw the return of two retired players. Have you ever thought of coming back from retirement?

CHRIS EVERT: You mean, now?! (laughter) Not now! I think I’m past that now. No, because I had kids right away. I had, when I was 36... I retired at 34, and then at 36 I had my first child and then two years later I had my second child and then two years later, I had my third child, so... I was kind of a little older when I retired, so I had to get the kids in. I only had a certain period of time there, so... I think the difference is they stopped playing at such a young age, especially Henin, she was still in her 20s wasn’t she, so I still had a full 18-year career as a professional and, you know, physically, I felt great. I still played exhibitions, like for the next couple of years against Martina and I felt like sometimes I played better than ever, but mentally you can’t just play like four or five tournaments a year and you have to commit to the whole tour, and... mentally I was sort of burned out.    

Q.  Do you like the state of the game in (women’s tennis) and do you think it can go beyond the United States and the Williams sisters?


CHRIS EVERT: Well, there’s the gap, really, after the Williams sisters. The problem is everybody goes, ‘Oh, look at the state of women’s tennis in America, but they have dominated for 10 years. Yes, there have been players that have come in and out of the game and won a grand slam here and there, but, really, you can safely say they have been the two dominant players in the last 10 years. Kudos to the United States for having them. At the same time, because the USTA trains at our facility, the Evert Academy, I can see what is going on with the American girls and there is a real gap from like 16 to 18, and I think what the USTA is doing is really working hard with the 12 to 15 year olds. I think they feel that is group, with the proper training, will be the cream of the crop. There is definitely a big gap there. But that’s happened before. You have some years where you have three or four great American players. Then you have some years where for five years you don’t hear about an American player. With all due respect to America, I think that it’s also the emergence of other countries coming up with players that are coming out of the woodwork. When I played, we didn’t have players from Croatia, we didn’t have really good Chinese players. It’s just unbelievable where these players are popping up from, and that sort of dilutes the Americans... It makes them look, not as successful, but there are other countries that coming into it. 

Q.  Should Canadians be worried?


CHRIS EVERT: I don’t think we need to worry about it. I have to say, with the few academies – myself having an  academy – and with the way the USTA now, I think they sort of get it a little bit more now and they’re going out in the fields and seeking out talent at a young age. I think that’s the way to do it and I think their programs are getting better and better.  So, no, I don’t think there’s anything to worry about. It’s just that the world’s caught up. The rest of the world’s caught up.


Q.  Do you think it’s also because there’s more of a regimented style of training in other countries, like in Asia, with less of a distraction on what Americans are doing?


CHRIS EVERT: I can’t really speak about that because I haven’t been there, but from what you hear, those countries – just from the way they train their Olympic athletes – that was more regimented than the way we trained our Olympic athletes. Those players? I think they’re hungrier. They’re hungrier to get out of their countries to go to America, to travel the world. I don’t think the American players are as hungry. There’s just more incentive, really, for players coming out of those countries. America is the land of freedom, you know. We have it all. We have a pretty cushy life. These other countries – they don’t have it as good. They train, they’re much stricter. Those could be elements of incentive right there.

Q.  At your academies, is there maybe an over-patriotic attitude sometimes? I mean if you look at the (Florida academy) where Sharapova comes out of that and where Russian kids go to Florida. Is there maybe an over or under patriotic attitude with American kids when (going through the selection process) as they go through development?


CHRIS EVERT: We’re fifty-fifty right now. It’s been different in previous years. For some reason – and I was talking to Loretta over there (pointing to Loretta at the back of the room) because she’s been our marketing director. For some reason, we’ve got some Chinese players, and they come over and they want to train with us. What are you going to say? No? (laughter). We’ve got the Chinese, we’ve got the South Americans
 and we’ve got the Koreans. South Florida is a hotspot. They want to come and train. I think we treat everybody equally. I would like to see more Americans at our academy but there’s maybe more other places for them to go also. In saying that, the two top rank ITF girls in America are training with us at our academy, not with the USTA, but with us, at the Evert Academy. We do have our feet in the water, so to speak, as far as emergence of American players.

Q.  You’ve had many honours throughout your career. What does this (Hall of Fame) one mean to you?


CHRIS EVERT: Well, anytime you are inducted into the hall of fame of a tournament is an honour. It’s just nice to be remembered. It’s nice that ex players can come back and still receive an award. It’s nice that the tennis world doesn’t forget all the older players. I would like to see the ex players more involved in tennis in whichever way, whether it’s coaching, or making appearances at the tournaments or helping out sponsors, or whatever. It’s not a good thing that, once you are retire, that the tennis world should not forget the players that have done a lot for the game. In saying that, I was ready to jump on a plane and come here. I was very happy to accept the award, even if I haven’t even accepted it yet (laughter).

Q.  You’ve come to this city several times, are you here for any great length of time, in Montreal?


CHRIS EVERT: Well, just for the tournament, every other year, and in Toronto, the other city. You know, what’s special about this tournament is that my dad won the Canadian Open, so it has always been kind of a family affair, really, when I played it. He had great experiences here. I have to say, like I said last night in my speech, that the Canadian Open always has been, aside from the grand slam – you have the best crowds, and you’ve certainly always have had knowledgeable crowds, with the best stadiums, whether it’s been here in Montreal or Toronto, the stadiums are beautiful, and the best hospitality. It’s a very popular tournament for the players. I hope... It’s just unfortunate that you had a couple of withdrawals in this tournament, but, what are you going to do? The good thing about having a tournament at this time of the year is that everybody wants to play it as a warm-up tournament for the U.S. Open, too. The bad thing is, if anyone gets a tweek, they’re going to panic and go, ‘Pull out!’ because they want to do well at the U.S. Open. It’s sort of good news, bad news for you guys.

Q.  Are there any career moments here, in Canada, whether it’s Montreal or Toronto, with standout matches that sort of planted the seeds for victories at the U.S. Open?


CHRIS EVERT: Huh, OK, you’re asking me and I was here 22 years ago? (laughter) I lost to Sabatini, that I remember. Was that here? I lost to Gabby. Did she win it one year in the 80s? She won it, right? I kind of remember my losses more than my wins sometimes. I remember losing to her.  I remember playing doubles with my sister, I don’t know how we did it, we probably got into a fight on the court, and unlike the Williams sisters, we didn’t get along on the court. I don’t know how they play against each other. It’s beyond my comprehension. I felt like sick to my stomach the whole time. I did not want to lose and I did not want her to lose. I don’t know how they do it.

Q How can a tournament like this continue when they lose so many top players? How do you keep the momentum going?


CHRIS EVERT: We’ve reached a point where this tournament is a tradition now and the crowds keep it going. The crowds don’t seem to be diminishing because one or two top players pull out. The crowd support is great for sponsors, and the sponsors look at the crowds and they like that support, too. They look at the crowds and they see bodies filling the stands. Good for the sponsors if they can keep coming year, after year, even in this economy. This tournament has not changed, the sponsors are still here, you are still getting the players. So, like, yeah, next year, you might get both the Williams sisters and you might get Sharapova. Every year is a different year. People buy tickets beforehand anyway, and they’re going to see great tennis. You’ve got eight solid names that could still win the tournament. Now it’s a mystery who is going to win this tournament.

Q.  Does it concern you that someone might beat your record?


CHRIS EVERT: Oh, no, I am not that greedy, but I don’t think anybody will (laughter). I don’t know. No, I hope I don’t have that big of an ego that I am that protective. Records are meant to be broken. Henen was close. She had five. She was the closest? Listen, if they do it, all the power to them to win the grand slam. There is more depth in the game today. 
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