August 18, 2010
ROGERS CUP
Schiavone, FrancescaKim CLIJSTERS / Betthanie MATTEK-SANDS
4-6, 6-4, 6-3
Interview with:

KIM CLIJSTERS

JOURNALIST: What were you thinking when you were down 1-4?
Are you pleased with (today’s) effort?

KIM CLIJSTERS: I was trying not to think about it, only to focus on each point and to fight for each rally. I was trying to make sure that I didn’t give her too many mistakes. I was trying not to give her anything too easily.

Q.  Are you afraid you left too much on the court for the rest of the tournament?

KIM CLIJSTERS: I hope not... It’s obviously nice to win matches like that, especially when you’ve had to fight. I am happy with the way that I fought and how I raised my level towards the end. We are professional athletes and we work harder for these types of tournaments.

Q.  What did you think of the crowd support especially when you were down?

KIM CLIJSTERS: The crowd, it was amazing. It’s obviously nice when you play a night match, to have to have the whole atmosphere. To see the crowd in the matches, we had the Mexican wave going at one point. They were enjoying themselves.
Q.  Did she surprise you in the first set?


KIM CLIJSTERS: Yeah, she came up with some amazing shots. She is also a type of player who can rise to the occasion. She likes to show up what she can do. I think that maybe her problem is that she is not able to do it at every match, even against lower rank players. If she plays the level that she played tonight in those first two sets, I don’t see why she wouldn’t be in the top 10 or 15. That level that she played today was quite impressive. But then in the third set, you saw her level go down a little bit and you saw that she was making some mistakes. 
Q: What about your game right now?

Are you pleased with (today’s) effort?


KIM CLIJSTERS: I think at the moment, mentally, it’s something I am very happy with. Not having played that many matches, you need to kind of learn to win matches again. Even when you’re done, to regroup and read matches... I feel good physically and that is always a big bonus.

Q.  What was the key for you to get back into the match?

KIM CLIJSTERS: Just try to be a little bit more aggressive and go for the lines a little bit more. She was doing that in the beginning of the match, she made me run and doing a lot of lines... I just had to step into the court a little bit more, put an effort so that she could feel it on her side of the court that the balls were coming in a little faster and more into the sidelines.

Q.  What adjustments did you have to make since Cincinnati?


KIM CLIJSTERS: It’s definitely a lot slower here, the ball bounces up a little higher. You have to adjust to everything, the view, the court, the temperature. It was more demanding in Cincinnati, with the heat and humidity, but tonight, the conditions were really good, with no wind, not too hot. Tonight was a nice night to play a tennis match. 
Q.  About your opponent, Kaia Kanepi, tomorrow?


KIM CLIJSTERS: Yeah, I’ve played her many years ago in a Belgian tournament... She has improved a lot, she definitely looks a lot fitter than she did a few years ago. She definitely has a few big weapons, a very good serve, deep, aggressive ground strokes. It will be different than tonight’s match, Kanepi will be very aggressive with very hard and flat shots. I have to be ready to move and be dominant and not allow her to play her game.
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